STAT

_gmall group of antiSoviet dissidents-

_Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. He has

“¢the case of the dissident physicist has
.that outweigh any damage the action

- critic of tha Soviet system, the Kremlin
: mtendstobnryhhnaliveinplacainao-
.cessible to Western journalists. -
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Sakhamv the Exﬁeé Sia:f j

Seyeral yars agoata human nghts~~
demonstration in Moscow, one of the-

who-dared to show up tugged at a
#riend’s sleeve and asked, “Is Andrei
Dmitriyevich here?” In. answer, the
cther pointed to.a slightly stooped,
balding man whose demeanor was at
¢nce distinguished yet shy. ‘,‘ThankGod
ha's herei” exclaimed the questioner. .

The scholarly physicist whosa pres
‘enca was so important, Andrei Dmitri-
yevich Saxharov, has probably seen his
Jast protest. march.” The 58-year-old
TNobel Peace Prize winner was arrested
Jan. 22 after publicly condemning the

heen exiled to Gorki, a drab industrial
ity 250 miles east of Moscow.- -
Latest reports indicate that Sakharov,
who-for years resisted the idea-of leaving
Russia, would now accept exile abroad if
the Kremlin offered it. But the regime i3
Eolieved to be firmly opposed to expul-
gicnol mmcaprommantm:emalmﬁc.
- *The CIA has conchuded the intimida.
tion of Saxharov is an admission thas

political and policy implications at home

maydototheSovsetsnndmgabroad.” ’
So instead of letting him leava the
country to becoms yet another vocal

As a dissident Soviet historian recenﬂy
explained: “[The Kremlin} knows you
‘Westerners better than you think. Your
‘attention will be: distracted and your

reaction will gradually decrease. And the
' other dissidents, who regarded Sakharov

as inviolate, will also bave time to learn
their lessons: Sakharov could be sent.to:
.Gorki, then maybe to Irkutsk in Siberia,
“Tomsk or Chita. Every nme worse. every
time worse.”

One source who keeps in daily contact
with the Russian dissident told my as-
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,;dzssxdent “democratic movement.” As a°

. ;disparate groups of dissenters.. s

time since the Soviet dissent moverment|
mrtedaftefthedeathofsmm." Tha a-|
rest of Sakharov came a week aiter the
"KGB seized another supposed “untouch-
_able” Fatber Dmitrl Dudko, a Russian
‘Orthodox priest. The crackdown re-
‘flected the Kremlin's inditference %o
‘public opinion abroad in tha waks of ‘t..s
“Afghanistan aggression. |

" One reason the Soviet regime didns
“¢aka action against Sakharov sooner, 3
source said, was that “they hoped Zora
number of years he would simply die.”
Sakharov is known to have a weax
heart, and the KGB was not above try-

rist-Alexander Solzhenitsyn, was exiled

ing to strain it in cruel ways, For ex-
" ample, whenever a dissidents’ meeting
was scheduled at a certain upper- -floor
apartment, the building's elevator:
“would conveniently break down, fore-
-ing Sakharov to walk up several flights.
. Another reason, of course, was Sak-
harov’s standing in the seientific com-
munity, both at home and abroad. He
way, after all, instrumental in davﬂcp-

", Fora time, Sakharoy was asslrmed to

ing the Soviet hydrogen bomb, andhzd

& solid intérnational reputation. -
A confidential CIA profile traces Saks:
harov’s fall from grace: “{He] graduaily:
took up dissident activities.in-the.1560s
“and was slowly cut of? from his work.on
“the Soviet nuclear program. He was lired"
and his security clearanice lifted shortly
“after publication in the West during 1668-
“of his essay, ‘Progress;.Coexistence and
Intellectual’ Freedom.” Since May: 1569;
’.he bhas held a Jow-ranking job.as 3 part--
_time researcher at the Lebedey Instxtute
“of Physics in Moscow.”
- Sakharov was the cofounder of the

.member of the Soviet:Academy of Sci-:
‘ences, he had enough prestige to unlte

. “Sakharov's_guarrel.with . the regime
over - basic - principla-—freedom ol
thought and’ movement—is one all. these
‘dissidents can support,”’ ‘the CIA noted
.when 37 Russian’ dissenters 6f different]

"protest Soviet policies, they complain-

“their editors—aren't 2s intersstad as
‘they were \yhen Sakharov was on the

-that Sakharov’s celebrity status gave: |
 “spirit and recognition” to a movement

‘foreignnames.” |

;phuosophm;:exmomjomdeom'

test the Xremiin's refusal tolet Sakharoy |
“accépt the Nobel Pedce Prize in Oslo in !
+1975. ‘The!. CIX’ apalysts predicted with |
ominous_accuracy: Although the burst
-of-coliective action may give Mcscow

pause over the short run, the dissidents’

prospeci3 over me !pnger run rmmn il
as ever.”

© ‘When another Nobsl lanreats, nove!—

-in 1974, Sakharov bacame the symbolic
:leader of the dissident movement. Tha
CIA proifile notes that he was “a mors
elective spoxesman in the West oa |
’human rights issues than tha idiesyn-
‘cratie’ Solzhemtsyn.” This was becauss
““the: stroneg democratic, soberly re-
-formist'Salkharov: has never subscribed
‘to the authoritarian, nationalist. outloo;

.expressed by Solzhenitsyn.”

‘be immune from serious reprisals be-
“cause Of his intérnational prominence.
“And for a {2w years, the ‘{remlin rnited
‘13 expressioty of displeasurs 30 nane-
‘calling in the official press, periodic az-
rests and occasional physical abuses -
But Afghanistan—and the supremacy |
of the Politburo hardliners that this |
demonstrated—brought Saxiarov’s rela- |
tive immunity to an end. He was effec- |
tively silenced by being put beyend the ;
reach of Western journalists.
Unhapplly, the cynical prcpaganda. :
'exnerts in the Xremlin knew what they i
were doing when they deprived tha dis-
sidents of their star attraction. Thongh
the dissenters courageously continua to

that  Western . correspondents—and .

scene. ,
One former corr&spondent ezplained

_that i3 made up mostly o? “virtually
anonymous persons thh polysynabxc




